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Kansas City Area Youth Jazz, Inc. (KCAYJ) also known simply as Youth Jazz, is a specialized 
501(c)(3) nonprofit public charity. Operating at the intersection of professional music production 
and community-driven mentorship, KCAYJ bypasses traditional financial barriers by offering 
merit-based, no-cost tuition scholarships (Fellowships) to elite high school and college 
musicians. Grounded in the historical master-apprentice paradigm of jazz lineage, the program 
uniquely bridges academic study and industry practice. This study analyzes its multi-tiered 
organizational structure, its historical ties to the lineage of Leon A. Brady, Jr., its chronological 
discography breakdown, its specialized clinical and Band Director Fellowships, and its 
multifaceted fundraising and operational strategies.


The core objective of each season's Fellowship is not a standard recital, but the preparation, 
tracking, and professional engineering of a commercially distributed studio album. Moving 
forward from its historical recording home at BRC Audio Productions under Bill and William 
Crain, the program's primary operations and tracking sessions are hosted at the Kansas City 
Kansas Community College (KCKCC) music department and Allegro Recording Studio A. 
Under this model, students are treated as professional peers, earning financial compensation 
for live performance concerts while learning to navigate recording contracts, studio etiquette, 
and collaborative improvisation under the banner of the digital jazz label Artists Recording 
Collective (ARC). KCAYJ recently recorded its soon to be released 8th album, 2026 FELLOWS.


Chronological Discography Analysis (Seasons 1–7)

The defining operational output of KCAYJ is its professional discography. Every season, the 
program documents the evolutionary progress of its cohorts through studio albums recorded 
by renowned regional engineers and published via the Artists Recording Collective (ARC) 
imprint. Below is the structural breakdown of the foundational recorded seasons:

1. The Formative Years (2019–2020)

2019 Fellows (Season 1): Cataloged under label reference number ARC-2994, the inaugural 
commercial tracking effort established the baseline pedagogical model. It proved that a youth 
cohort could successfully execute professional studio sessions and manage the logistics of a 
global digital product release.

2020 Fellows (Season 2): Engineered by William Crain, this collection documented eight 
distinct songs, exploring compositions by David Berkman, Patrick Cornelius, Bobby Watson, 
Bill Crain, and William Crain alongside historic jazz standards. This milestone marked the final 
season restricted strictly to high school musicians, identifying a clear logistical need to expand 
the program's scope to include collegiate players to maximize ensemble maturity.

2. Strategic Expansion and Pandemic Adaptations (2021–2022)

2021 Fellows (Season 3): Under the engineering guidance of William Crain, this release 
showcased six tracks. The tracking highlighted an advanced study of five distinct composers 
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and four complex arrangement frameworks, formalizing a programmatic partnership with the 
Kansas City Public Schools via the Paseo Academy of Fine and Performing Arts. 


2022 Fellows (Season 4): This catalog addition emphasized rhythmic elasticity and advanced 
modal improvisation, stabilizing the program's logistical transition toward streaming-first, 
worldwide commercial availability.


3. Modern Collegiate-Integrated Era (2023–2025)  

2023 Fellows (Season 5): This session demonstrated enhanced thematic diversity, anchored 
by an arrangement of Charlie Parker’s seminal work "Yardbird Suite," written by Dr. David 
Aaberg. The personnel comprised high-caliber institutional students from Berklee College of 
Music, Ottawa University, and the UMKC Conservatory alongside premier regional high school 
musicians.

2024 Fellows (Season 6): Recorded in a strict professional studio environment, this session 
explicitly pushed young vocalists and instrumental soloists into sophisticated industry 
production techniques, tracking highly personalized improvisational statements. 


2025 Fellows (Season 7): Cataloged under label reference number ARC-0906, this album 
represents the modern pinnacle of the KCAYJ curriculum. It finalized the historical tracking era 
completed in close partnership with regional studios like BRC Audio Productions before 
moving tracking operations to Midtown's Allegro Recording Studio A.
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